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'pratifie your Requeſt concerning the Violatiohis and 
- Qurrages committed on the P»g/iſh Government, all 
of which (as you rightly obſerve) have had accot- 
ding- ro their reſpective proportions 2 epoldert 
inflierice towards the preſent Revolntion': I ftaye'ferioul 
reflefted on theſe laſt three years, but to derive them to 
_ _— find it of abſolute neceſſity to refort fufthet 
rhough in common on nion the remoter'a cqufe'is' th 
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State, for that ome be endleſs, nor will I pretend to dive 
of the ſeveral Stareſ- 
men, for thoſe — Conceive Material to my , for 
my opinion is, that their clandeſtine deſigns ( thou h ill 
cenoughydGod knows, and proceeded from an implacable ma- 
lice to the true Proteſtant Religion) were not ingredients in 
this matter, but the publick actions which they- and their in- 
ſtruments and creatures were guilty of : theſe I ſay were the 
things that gradually occaſioned this revolt from tlie King ; 
I ſhall therefore onely give you ſome hints of the. moſt nota- 
rious acts that did create ill bloud from time to time as they 
were committed, 'and (no ſincere, true, material, or con(i- 
derable act. of policy from the Crown imery_m—_ at laſt 
duced' thoſe- concluſions which we now ſec. But I know 
youll ruay, obje and wonder, how.it ſhould come to paſs, that 
theſe publick actions ſhould be of. force to break a Govern- 
(heal compact within it ſelf, and eſpecially ſince the common 
Ns ho. are molt affected with theſe matters have the 
Fi fee th e Goyer , and men of greater . Figure, 
ain Fes icucnt parts of the Exg/i/h aconomy, 
they. Trend little eancerned at theſe 'things. 1. anſwer 
that rhe HE Gen is founded , on ,two miſtakes :. Firſt, - the 
ds had ſo, mach prudence . = their reſentments 
n,01 drivel LEY nces LE Fobong 5 

4: whe their 2095s, thary 
| Abd of imagine, for had a thaje in 
the Grievances which .I_ ſhall mention: — "Secondly, the 
Combagns: do. not. make fo inconſiderable a part in the Go- 
| £d,, and. ie. the knowledge obFhah, 
d touſt conſider where rhe power and 
; 'sno in Story. where — 
in and about WOO much. bloud * hath ben Gal as = 
liſb, but. it hath. all ariſen from. the part which hath. had 
the overballance in ſtrength in its oppoſitioa to-.the aual 
DP wr You know. the pripcipal_ kinds, of Rule, viz. 


Monarchy, Ariſtocracy and Democracy, of which. -our Gor 
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vernment -is compounded : Now the foundation of this Go« 
vernment at.firſt was the ballance. of the Lands, and Eng/avd 
being, 3 place of Territory more than Trade (though Trade 
hath in the laſt Ages much increaſed) it ever was and will be 
true that the Land will govern the Government, and the 
proportion this held formerly, was in the King and Nobles 
above two thirds, and in the whole people not one third, and 
for the proof of this let us look back from the Conqueſt to 
Hen. 7. and thence home; we ſhall find in the former part 
that tlie ſtrength of the- Government was in the Church and 
Nobility, and by that means the two extreams, which are 
the King and People, were ſupported and kept in their ſeve- 
tal proper ſpheres by the Nobility, and each was thereby 
defended from the injuries of the other ; and *tis worthy of 
your conſideration, that all the Civil Wars made in thoſe 
times were by the Barons, and that they always prevailed. 
But Hen. 7. conſidering how great an overballance the Nobi- 
lity was, endeayoured the diminution of their ſtrength by 
giving power to them 'to alienate their Lands : from this 
time. the Lands: began ro come into the hands of the people, 
and the next Age increaſed the fame by the diſſolution of 
Abbeys and Monaſteries, ſothat now above two thirds of the 
Lands are in the poſſeſſion of the Commons, and from hence 
is Clear that the ſtrength of the Nation is in the People, and 
if is" eafily detnonftrated from the one Civil War happened 
fikce Hex. 7, which they began and-in-it did prevail. As ro 
Monmonuth's buſineſs it neither had its original nor riſe from 
the People by reafon of their genal averſion to thoſe who 

' up as Leaders as perſons of no Religion ; nor would that 
oh proved.Þo inconſiderabke but that the treachery of ſome 
f thoſe Leaders. prevented the increaſe of their. mambers : 
Beſides, the Commons have acquired no ſmall points from the 
Ctown in the deſtruRtion of thoſe ſlaviſh.. dependencies which 
bh of Rnights-ſervice occaſiqned, nor was. that point 


confiderable which was gained in the. Habeas Corpus AQ, 
which liberty was ealily and certainly ſecured againſt tht 
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ets thieiediveliboods, ſometimes 365G0 7. ſometimes roo0 /. 
ok Aometitnes rome - os wn wb } . But 
theſe things gave di to all the FriendS/and Allies of the 
perſons ſo:pinch't; and extorted- the CoA molt others 
not-conicerned in the proſecution : Tliefe rliings made people 
fear it' might be 'their own caſe, and therefore, as well as for 
humanity ſake; they complained ; Wife men look't upon it 
as 4 ſtrain, a - #riccam in lege, to inflict perpetual Impriſon- 
ment, during; life, by: a conſequence where *rhey ronld not 
juſtifie.ir direRtly z and this for an idle word many times, 
and 'perhaps falfly fworn to; Another thing was 'their bar- 
barous, cruel and inhumane Whippings of perſons through the 
Streets, ( Puniſhments unheard-of in our Hand till invented 
by Sir George) .and:theſe damn'd hardſhips impoſed: in 1d 
cruet a-manner'8s to enjoyn a repetition within'two or three 
days after the fuffering of rhe firſt Penance, while rhe effects. 
of the'laſt correction was freſls on their backs,. and this uport 
Clergymen too, who ean- never -be deemed Vagabonds and 
Slaves in a. Nation where they - have «liberal Education 
while young, and reverence and maintenance afterwards ? 
this ſtirred the bfoud- of all-Engliſl hearts; and octafioned 
loud complaints ; ' and 'all 'this for bviage ArtiePapiſts * And 
after 'twas a ruled Cafe, that this new puniſhment was pro- 
per far a Miſdemeanour,. they night conſtrue any thing al- 
malt to: be:fuch,) and the beſt Commoner in Zug /and might fall 
undet the, Lath as well as a'Pricft of the Church. And here 
Lwould remember:you of the infamobed Degradation of rhat 
worthy Divine Samuel. Jolw/on, without Procefs or Libel, 
brought in ctftod y by forme. of the Marſhal's Murmidons in- 
te their Holineſs's preſence, ' and! thete firfp't of his: Caffock, 
and ther Habits, as allo of the Holy Ghoſt, becanſe x Bench 
dirJudges had ſaid! be was) 4 Libetlor; and” got art Hdurs time 
giver. him. to anſwer :' God: faxgive all thern-thar were con- 
cerned in it, whether as Judges or Aſſiſtant Divines: Now 
this being upon a Perſon of greater Learning, Parts and In- 
tegrity then his pretended Judges, it ſounded harſh in every 


Man 
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Man's ears; and 
own «Qt ſo ſood}y.al 
refuſe to 
harmleſs ; 9: Ply as 
was. The MI Mr. Pilk gion with wy nur 
for a word dropt about the Fire, re-kindled the Peoples jea- 
Joufie that 'twas the Papiſts who Fired London; and this ad- 
arg 7 henee averſion of the Commons to+- Chpipthes 
w ry rey an eminent: Magiſtrate repute 
and honour.in ſo hloudy and treacherous 8 manner, the con- 
the ſecrezing the Confeſhon-of one-of his 
Mut : preferring one of thoſe Concealers, the Aſ- 
faſlination of Mr. Arno/d b amo Anpanaramare)qarwo 
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" The Exorbitant damages given upon Scanda/um Magya- 
tum's; The ſevere proſecution of Diſſenters on the Penal 
Laws; The ſtrained and nonſenfical ganſtruftion of their bc- 
ing riotous-Aſſemblies by-a converſion interpretative of their 
Bibles afid Snort-hand Writing-books into g/adiis baculis & cul- 
tells : and the unconſcionable Fines IRIS conlitruc- 
tions, even greater and beyond whatever our Law-makers ir 
tended when they firſt made them offences : This oppreſſion 
upon thouſands of families became at laſt the cry of the Coun- 
try ; beſides this, there were the mercifall Commurations at 
Dottors-Commons, which, like the Court of Rome, made the 
Purſe pay for the Soul. And here I think I may fay, that the 
true Jeſuitical policy was uſed in encouraging that Perſecu- 
tion to diſgrace one party, and provoke the other : The de- 
bauching of Parliaments by notorious giving of Penſions and 
Gratuities, which were. all apparent to the People in their 
voluntary and ready grants of the moſt oppreſſive Subſidies 
and Taxes ; and this they felt and complained of, which prac- 
tiſe introduced the ſubjeftion of our Court to: France, as was 
. manifeſt when the Wiſedom of the Nation thought fit to pro- 
hibit all Frexch Commodities, but without effect, by reaſon 
of the perfwafion of that gainfull way of argumentation, 
The Arts uſed in ſtopping the Impeachments in Parliament 
by ſetting up the Power of a Pardon, and infivencing of 
Vores for its: ſupport, were very remarkable, as you may ſee 
by :the- prints-of thoſe times; The ſudden Diſſolutions of Par- 
fiaments/gave no leſs cauſe of offence ; The Puniſhment of 
perſons that humbly Petirioned for the Sitting of a Parliament, 
which is the onely Glory and Happineſs of the Nation, as 
Criminals in Signing them, when *twas- both their Right and 
Duty ſoto doe. - The baſe mcthod of procuring Abhorrences 
was,alfo' complained - of at*that time by the Commons, and 
not. by a Faction, as good Mer were then termed by thoſe 
who. were otherwiſe, Another thing that gave diſtaſt, was 
the ſtifling of the Plot ; and here I would onely defire you to 
remember the difference between Seroggs's behaviour at Wake. 
"24.2 _ B man's 
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man's 8nd at Coleman's Tryal, as you may ſee:irimuety, though 
ſomewhat fatyrically TNa8 in the Prints of thoſe days: As 
to the methods uſed far ſuppreſling that Plot, you cannat have 
forgot rhe arts and tricks whieh were fot on foot for' ther 
purpoſe ; what Great Men were taken off ( as the phfaſe then 
was; ) how their Zeal and Heat cooked ; whas Accounts were 
publiſhed of the Letters ang other paſages ; how curtailed, 
and many particulags omitted , and by whoſe diredtions : 
theſe things made much grumbling amangft the Commons, 
eſpecially being after twa Parliaments haq voted'its Truth, 
and the whole Natian had given its Faith t0 it, and our pub- 
lick Services of God had aftirmed our belief on't ; but the 
change was ſudden, that « cauked aſtoniſhment to hear the 
fame Tongue one week cajoling, and the next huffing the 
diſcoyerers of thols Treaſans. The 'feiting up of certain 
Sham-plats to enſnaxge 3nd ruine the ſabereft part of 'the 
Kingdom ; and for the better managery thereof, the preparing 
of Witneſſes ( to call it no worſe ) at the Chambers of an 


Attorney-General, ar the. two Fiſcal Solicitors, or in worſe * 
places, viz. Priſons ar Gaals, to {wear againit Perſons, the - 


reeſt bath in Reputation and Life, from the fufpicion of all 
fych Crimes as were laid ro their charge ; I fay the fexting up 
Witneſſes of the baſeſt character for birth, education and for- 
tune, as the Hamess, Wilkinſons and Sextoxs, and the reſt of 
that damn'd Crew. I need not particujarize theſe matters, 
becauſe all their cixcumſtances are obyjous to every Man's mg- 
mory : and when theſe thiggs were thus tranſacted, moſt 
Men began to fear and dread, and conſequently to hate their 
Governours. But this was-npt all, for Juries as well as Wit- 
meſſes were tampered 'with ; The packing of Jurors, either 
Men of degenclaney, or Men managed and druok into 4 re+ 
ſolution inding pro regs per fas aut vefas, right or wrong, 
2lt's one, the word is Guilty : This frighted the People, and 
was 2 plaiq invaſion upon gll that.a Subject cancall his own, 
far nothipg, nor Man was fafe fo lang 8s fuch. pra 
Ang, it. traghe 197-0068 $99 AQ Wy's.ncMIR. 5 , oy 
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they are on their own Oaths, and their own Souls are at 
ſtake upon't ; It is not enough for them to fay the Judge di- 
reed them, as if the inſinuation or bolder direqion of a 
mercinary Lawyer, leapt upon a cuſhion, could juſtific a falſe 
Verdict ; for Juries are Judges of fat, of Witneſſes, of their 
credibility, and of their teſtimony, what and how far it goes, 
and of the Law refalting thereon ſo far as if they doubr, ro 
find the matter ſpecially or otherwiſe, and no Judge can Fine 
them for ſo doing. And this puts me in mmd of four Setts 
of Juries who deſerve 2 publick cenſure, I mean Corni/b's, 
RaffellF's, Sydney's, and the pretended Rioters at Guild-hall ; 
and: I hope the Parliament will take notice of them. Bur 
here I think fit to obſerve, thar more Families have been 
ruined'within theſe ten years paſt by unjuſt Judges and un- 
righteous Jurors, rhan have been benefited by the contrar 
m twice that time. Add to this the bafe Solicitations of Grand- 
Juries : It did exceedingly diſturb all thinking honeſt Men to 


* ſee an Attorney-General ſhnffling into a Grand-Jury's Rootn, 


morder to delude them into the breach of their Oarhs by a 


: falſe preſentment, as every fuch is, which hath not ſafficienr, 
credible and confiftent Evidence to fupport it: Nor was it 


Ie odions to heer- of a pack of Judges, Countel, and Solici- 
tors and Witneſſes fent on a Journey to procure a Jury to find: 
Bills, and the Judge, Counſel, Clerk, Solicitors, and afl to g0 
in apd converſe with the Jarors in their Debates to folicir and 
ſecure the making Preſentments as was deſired, and immedi- 
ately poſting away #n Expreſs to Londox to give notice of the 
ſucceſs of thetr Travels, and afterwards one of the Council to 
be made-Recorder of the place, the other to be Solicitor-Gene- 
ral, the Judge advanced into an higher ftation, and even the 
very Clerk to be made & Secondary; and all this as Rewards 
for fuch praQtifes. This made every man afraid of every nin, 
and forced ſome great Patriots, though ſatisfied of their own 
integrity, yet afraid of fach fubornations : this, I fay, forced 
ſome of them to bribe the State-Miniſters for their own pre- 
ſervation ; and others not. doing fo, feH, according to rheir 
B 2 
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fears, under the claws of thoſe cruel Mutes : Theſe things 
happening to Men of great Fame for parts, honeſty and ſub- 
ſtance in the World, had no little effe& in creating 'a gene- 
ral difſfatisfation. The precipitate, Execution of Sir —_— 
Armſtrong ; the hurrying of an Alderman to a Scaffold; the 
haranguing of a learned Gentleman out of his Life ; the We- 
tera Perſecutions, attended with all the circumſtances of 
treachery, falſeneſs, injultice and haughrineſs ; All theſe, with 
the inventionsof new fine-ſpun Treaſons, and, new, delicate, 
ſuperfine kinds of proof ; All. theſe, had a ſhare in-preparing; 
the Peoples minds with ill thoughts towards their aftual Go« 
vernours, as paticularly. in Sydxey's. Tryal, the ſlightneſs of 
the Evidence by compariſon of hangs, the notion of one cir- 
cumſtantial collateral Witneſs, and a Cloſet-publication ;:by: 
reaſon of thele, the: Judges that approved them, , the Council 
that invented and preſſed them, and the Jurors that ſwore: to 
them did all incur the hatred of the People. As to Corporas 
tions, the Repreſentatives of which make a conſiderable part - 
of the. Houſe of Commons ; 1 confeſs that the Court did al-. . 
ways endeavour ſo to manage Elections, as to procure: ſomes 
Court-creatures to. be choſen their: chief Magiſtrates ; but, 'ne-; 
ver was their practiſe ſo apparent as in the Cak of Mr.' Papi- 
lion and Mr. Dubois when choſen Sheriffs for Landov, having, 
upwards of 2700 of Hands, and North had onely. 107, and 
Mr. Box 1353 ; the particulars thereof are yet remaining in 
moſt Mens memories ; the continued ſolicitations by promiſe 
and menace of a weak Major by a Quondam Secretary :; the 
behaviour of ſomeCourt-ridden Aldermen; the behaviour and- 
falihood of a Sword-bearer and Common Cryer abſolutely de- 
voted to the then late Recorder's Commands, and the actions: 
of the Common Serjcant in. that particular were very noto-- 
rious, for which ſome of them had Penſions granted and-paid 
by the Miniſters of that Prince ;. the refufal to ſwear them 
Sheriffs according to Law and Cuſtome ; the putting up a 
North, whoſe Brother was to be his Guide, and himſelf re- 
warded with a conſiderable Office, and another whoſe For- 
runes 
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tunes made him dependent on theCourt at that time, th 
ſince returned to ſoberer thoughts; and this when a worthy 
Citizen, ſenſible of the ſiniſter practiſes in that EleRion, re- 
fuſed to act under it, and willingly paid his Fine rather than 
approve ſuch innovations :'' Now I fay this Violation of the 
Rights of the City of London gave a diſturbance not to a few, 
as the ruine of a particuiar Man or Family doth, but to the 
whole City and Nation, when 'twas apparent, that the deſign 
was to procure Juries who would find Bills againſt any Popu- 
lar Patriot of his Countrey upon any pretence of ' Plotting, 
and accordingly to awe Mankind into an intire ſubmiſſion to 
the Arbitrary Power of ſome great Men, and wiſer Heads faw 
the intrigue to reach further than that, which was to have 
it under their influence, that ſuch Members ſhould be retur- 
ned in Parliament tor the City as pleaſed the then Governours; 
and this was in fact a plain eſſay to the ſubverſion of the 
Government. Then followed the Quo Warranto againſt the 
City of Loudoy, which gave an alarum to the whole Realm, 
for then weſaw no manner of Right was ſecure; for from'our 
written Law, and by Oral Tradition from our Fathers, we had 
learned that Corporations were not forfeitable, and, the Mode 
of-mmanaging that affair gave much diſcontent : Firſt, we'all 
knew that the-whole Nation would follow Londox's fate, and' 
we ſaw they deſigned to have it when they removed a Chief 
Juſlice, becauſe he refuſed a concurrence, and another was 
put in his place, the meanneſs of whoſe Birth made him not 
to regard futurities or airy things, but his own preſent enjoy- 
ment of a warrti place, and it was, in truth, but preſent ; for 
- When his Opinion was delivered by another Judge, he was 
guaſi mortuus, ſenſlefs, and ſo continued till he died. This, if' 
effect, made the King maſter of two thirds of the Houfe'of 
Commons; then were Charters taken or ſurrendred'every- 
where, new ones granted with new-faſhioned Clauſes in them, 
reſerving Power to turn in or out at pleaſure, and the grayeſt 
and ſobereſt Magiſtrates removed, &c, This laid a A 
| Or. 
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for the, macthods-uſed. by the Popilh Sneceſior. In my opinion 
this was ons of the moſt miſchievous things that ever 1ef- 
minſter-Hail did:; and ail concerned is; it deferve truely the 
itls, of hetrayers of the Eug4/b Liberties. We'have ſeen the 
gable <ficfs of the bgng removeable at plcafure,- whirl 
occaſianed lo many baſe camplignces,, whercof many 
ind line Fexrined, L wi all may+Joc fo. Bakdes this, the 
ufigels of Fiz-harrs did mack diſcontent the Commons, 
though the Lords ay the Impeachovent, and rhe hang- 
ing of $pu{diers. for Felons in deſertion, Theſe matters cau- 
eg mutterings and complainings in onr fireets, But I had 
ot Iergor our, Clergymeos Penſions and Preferments- ts 
force their Preaching that ia the Name of the Lord, which 
the.Opſervg "P m.his.own, In thoſe days, whoſoever 
Kaos high for. the King's Prerogative, was firlt advanced; 
tho'he cracks three or fayr af Gad's Commandments to doe it. 
The bojdeſt firokes alweys acquired the farteſt Benefices : A 
Dignuy was the certain Reward of 8s brisk exhortation. ts 
Slavery, .It mage the ward Loyal nauſeous, for ſome years 
ow could not hear a word about Faith or: Repentanoe, 'but 
iaſicad of thoſe old puritanical Precepts,. there fucceeded the 
magdjſh NaQtrines of Qbedience and Non-reſiſtance, which 
{pailed more goad Chriſtians than ever it mado good Subs 
Ks ; then youpg men went ro Church ro hear News, and 
/ ac men tarried at home 4a regde their Bibles. In .thort , 
1ncg 167g. the Churchmens Sermons on one fide oundoe the 
Dilkaters Sayings on the other by a bar and half, and yee 
{ince that time, ſome of the ſame Men have made an attone- 


Ment for ſuch their folly by their vigarous oppoſition of Po- + 


pery ; which brings me to. the conſideration of the Sufpenſie 
ny the . Biſhap of Zoxden, a Prieſt of a noble Fanuly, a 
vertugus Lite and eminent Character, 25 an Anti-Papiſt, and 
therefore 0 for not ſuſpending the beſt of Preachers; 
and that without any colour of Law, either: for their Jurif 
giRion or Proceeding, 45. any man who. reads his caſe may 


obſerve. 
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obſerys. This turned our Clergy: into their right wits, and: 
filled our Palpits with the ſame wag _ before 
pnely fitled Lay-mens mouths. The fulpending and turning 
aut the Fellows of Magdalen Colledge, 2nd decrecing them 
jacopahle af a Livelihood, when they: firlt took away that 
which they had : this being a palpable violation of right mads 
pvery Exg/i/6man a party Complainant. The profecution of 
the Seven Bithops ſet all the Kingdom in a flame, for then 
the Nation, that part which was before blind, began to ſee 
through Papith intrigues. The forcing of the Dectargtion tq 
be vead in Churches made that odious, 'which was before en- 
wextained with a favourable conception in molt mens minds. 
Fhe Elofetting of Qificers, the regulating of Corporations, 
ſeadiog abaur Regulators, eredting of Popith C $, fet- 
ting up Popith Schools, and preferring of Popiſh Otheers, ant 
the like. Theſe things ſex the people » but that which. 
ws the foundation of thefe laſt Grievances was the Judgment 
for the Diſpenſing power ; a Judgment in it felf if and pro- 
cured in an ill manner , by packing a dozen Judges , and 
knowing their opigiops-þeforchand , and turning out. thoſe 
who dillented, and putting in a parcel of Blockheads' who 
ſhould agree. Theſe and abundance more which I cannot 
remember were the occaſions of the Revolt : And now [I 
leave you to judge whether there were not provocations ſuf- 
ficient to alienate mens minds from a Crown that thus endea- 
voured to ſubvert. their Ele&ions, debauch. their forms of 
Tryals, and get the Lives and Liberties of all the people to 
be at their mercy ; and what is more, to ſhamm them into. 
a damn'd nonſenſical ſort of Irreligion inſtead of their Bible- 
worſhip and Doctrine profelled and eſtabliſhed in England. 
And now I hope you'll not wonder that our people did firſt 
diſtruſt, then hate, and then-leave-the King : Nor can you 
think it ſtrange that they ſhould be able to effect this change, 
when you conſider the former part of my Letter, for: though 
you may imagine the ballance of Land not to be fo ſteady a 
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Rule whereby to Judge where the Nations ſtrength lies, ſince 
Trade increaſes, and Money multiplies in our Iſland, yer 
that ſtill augments the Power of the Commons of Eng/and ; 
and you may believe me: for once, the-Commons have and 
are the ſtrength of the Nation, and have now, and always will 
prevail ; and there's nothing can ſettle their minds, and ſe- 
Cure our peace, but a free current of the Law for the future; 
without any interpoſition of the humours and intereſts of 
the Governor or Governors to incline it one way,or another 
in any Caſe, civil or criminal, whatſoever ; and perhaps: a 
General Act of Indempnity, and ſome further encouragements 
to Trade for a ſecurity againſt Idlenefs in the moye inferiour 
ſort of people ; and a Disbanding of the Armies may -be ne- 
cellary. But I have exceeded the limits of a Letter already , 
otherwiſe I ſhould have proceeded to have ſhewn you which 
part of the Commons is the ſtrongeſt, and the proper means 
to quiet them, and pleaſe all, and with whom 'tis the intereſt 
of the aQtual Governors to joyn. But, Se. £ 


indſor, Der. 
a . S I R; 


T am yours, &C. 


